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CHAIRMAN OF THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE  
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STREET LIGHT UP CEREMONY  
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ION ORCHARD 
 

Dr Tony Tan Keng Yam  
President of the Republic of Singapore and Patron-in-Chief of the 
National Council of Social Service (NCSS) 
 
Mr Tan Chuan-Jin  
Minister for Social and Family Development (MSF), and Patron of NCSS 
 
Mr. Haruhisa Takeuchi  
Ambassador of Japan to Singapore  
 
Mr Phillip Tan 
Chairman, Community Chest 
 
Mr Ichiro Iino 

Chief Executive for Asia, Hitachi, Ltd. & Chairman, Hitachi Asia Ltd. 

Distinguished guests, friends, beneficiaries, 
 
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 

 

1. A warm welcome to all who have joined us this evening. Firstly, I 

would like to thank President Tony Tan for making time to grace this 

occasion. In just a moment, our President and some of our guests will 

be lighting up Orchard Road to kick-start Christmas on a Great Street, 

continuing a tradition that began 32 years ago.  
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2. As we head into the festive season ahead, let us not forget that other 

than this being a time for celebration, it is also a time for giving.  For 

this year’s theme of Lighting Up Lives, Community Chest has invited 

partners to help us to empower families, so that we, too, can make a 

difference in the lives of fellow Singaporeans during this season of 

giving.  With donors and volunteers working hand-in-hand with us, we 

can help families in need to look beyond their challenges and be 

more resilient in overcoming the odds. Your support will make that 

difference.   

 

3. Community Chest is heartened by the encouraging response from the 

community and partners to the Care & Share Movement for SG50. 

Close to $1m has been raised for Community Chest Christmas SG50 

Light-Up. We would like to give special mention to our partners here, 

who have given us their unwavering commitment: the Hitachi Group 

has been a firm supporter of this annual Christmas event for 25 

years. Thank you, Hitachi, for believing in our causes.  

 

4. In fact, many of our major donors, such as StarHub, Lee Foundation 

and Evangel Family Church have also strongly supported this event 

over the years. We also thank MasterCard for coming on-board as 

the official card, and ION for your donation and venue sponsorship. 

Last but not least, our appreciation goes to co-organiser Orchard 

Road Business Association for this meaningful platform and the 

Singapore Tourism Board for supporting this event.   

 

5. With the extension of the government matching grant under the 

Movement, till the end of March 2016 – which is in the next four 

months - donations from our partners will double its impact on our 
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beneficiaries. The matched amount will go towards building the 

capabilities and capacities of the social service sector. I hope that the 

community will continue to care and share even after the Movement 

ends.   

 

6. On this note, members of the public can also do your part to raise 

more funds. CapitaLand Hope Foundation is launching an e-greeting 

Christmas card through their Send for Hope Christmas campaign. For 

every e-card you send during this Christmas period, they will donate 

$2 to Rainbow Centre Yishun Park School (RCYPS), supported by 

Community Chest. Do log on to Community Chest’s or CapitaLand 

Hope Foundation’s website and give us your support. 

 

7. In a moment, students and staff of the RCYPS will stage a special 

musical performance called Light Up Light Up. It is a call to all in the 

community to step forward to work with Community Chest, as well as 

with the children of special needs and their families. Let me share 

with you the story of 13-year old Bernard Low who has Cerebral 

Palsy and is schooled at RCYPS. Bernard is much loved by his 

parents and two older sisters. But other than coping with his disability, 

his parents, too, have their own health issues.  

 

8. Due to a fall five years ago, Bernard’s father had injured his legs and 

waist. His mum, on the other hand, has kidney failure and a heart 

valve condition. Doctors have assessed them both to be permanently 

unfit for employment. Without the income, Bernard’s parents are 

unable to provide for their children. The family has to rely on the 

hospital and community resources to help them with their daily and 

medical needs. 
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9. Through funding from Community Chest, Bernard receives special 

education tailored to his needs. The school has supported Bernard’s 

family, by providing subsidised education and transport to school. 

They even went the extra mile to source from its network of 

community resources for the family to get other financial aid.  

Through such efforts and support, we aim to benefit more families 

with such special needs. 

 

 

10. Once again, I would like to express my deep appreciation to all. 

Thank you to the committee members, performers, TWG for 

sponsoring the reception, as well as Punggol Secondary School 

Band, Red Cross and Boys Brigade for your help. Each one of you 

has contributed to the meaning and success of this event. Let us 

together help build a more caring and inclusive society.   Let us start 

the evening ahead! 

 

 


