PHOTO RELEASE
INAUGURAL COMMUNITY CHEST GETAI-XINYAO CHARITY
CONCERT 2018 TO CELEBRATE COMMUNITY CHEST’S 35 YEARS
OF ENGAGING THE COMMUNITY TO BUILD A CARING AND
INCLUSIVE SOCIETY

SINGAPORE 17 March 2018 – The inaugural Community Chest Getai-Xinyao Charity
Concert 2018, held at the MPC@Khatib, saw over 2,000 residents, volunteers grassroots
leaders, partners and social service users come together to celebrate giving in the spirit of SG
Cares. This is the first time that Community Chest has organised an event of such scale in the
heartlands.
The Getai is often held during Chinese festivals in the heartlands. By combining the Getai
concept with the performance of Xinyao songs, Community Chest hopes to reach out to the
community and rally them to build a caring and inclusive home together, through a lighthearted platform. Youth volunteers from Nanyang Technological University, BCA Academy
and staff volunteers from SMRT Corporation Ltd also contributed their time to help out at the
event, an example of how all members of the community can contribute in their own ways to
support the disadvantaged.
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Performers and volunteers joined on stage by Mr Desmond Lee, Minister for Social and
Family Development and other special guests and Ms Indranee Rajah, Senior Minister of
State, Ministry of Finance & Ministry of Law.
Through a lively two-and-a-half-hour concert, the Nee Soon GRC community including
grassroots members, new immigrants, small medium enterprises, senior social service users
from Thye Hua Kwan Moral Charities and SASCO Senior Citizens’ Home, were treated to
dazzling performances by young performers from Northland Primary School, and Xinyao
classic songs by some of Singapore’s most well-loved Getai and Xinyao artistes including Liu
Ling Ling, Cavin Soh, Desmond Lim and Edmund Chen. Joining the celebrations at the concert
was guest-of-honour Deputy Prime Minister Teo Chee Hean and other special guests,
including Mr Desmond Lee, Minister for Social and Family Development and Ms Indranee
Rajah, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Finance & Ministry of Law; Member of Parliament
for Tanjong Pagar GRC.
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Guest-of-honour Deputy Prime Minister Teo Chee Hean joining the celebrations at the
Community Chest Getai-Xinyao Charity Concert 2018. To his right is Mr Phillip Tan,
Chairman, Community Chest and Mr Desmond Lee, Minister for Social and Family
Development.
The Community Chest Getai-Xinyao Charity Concert also debuted a new song, written in
commemoration of the event and in celebration of the 35th anniversary of Community Chest.
Titled 《爱与希望》, the song was written by local songwriter Tony Fam Jun Cai 范俊才. The
song conveys Community Chest’s message of uniting the community to bring hope to the
disadvantaged in the community and to build a more caring and inclusive Singapore together.
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Minister Desmond Lee joining performers, volunteers and other special guests onstage to
perform the newly debuted Community Chest single for the event.
Co-organised with local artist management agency Voilamedia International Mgt Pte Ltd, the
concert is held for the first time as part of Community Chest’s 35th anniversary celebrations.
Over the past 35 years, Community Chest has sought to engage the community to build a
caring and inclusive society, to empower and support the disadvantaged.
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About Community Chest
This year marks 35 years since Community Chest first set out to empower lives with care and
unite the community in trust, to serve those in need. With the aim to enable every individual
to live with dignity within a caring and inclusive society, Community Chest supports about 80
social service organisations to meet underserved, critical social needs. As Community Chest’s
fundraising and operating costs are covered mainly by Tote Board Group, 100% of your
contributions goes towards empowering the lives of:
-

Children with special needs and youth-at-risk
Adults with disabilities
Families in need
Vulnerable seniors
Persons with mental health issues

Find out more at comchest.sg.

National Council of Social Service (NCSS)
NCSS is the umbrella body for over 450-member social service organisations in Singapore.
Its mission is to provide leadership and direction in enhancing the capabilities and capacity of
our members, advocating for social service needs and strengthening strategic partnerships,
for an effective social service ecosystem. Community Chest is the fundraising and
engagement arm of NCSS and Social Service Institute (SSI) is the human capital development
arm of NCSS.

About SG Cares
SG Cares is a national movement dedicated to building a more caring and inclusive home for
all. The movement invites all who live in Singapore to put values into action through active
volunteerism, ground-up efforts and everyday acts of care. It also aims to build capability
across various sectors and organisations to grow opportunities for volunteering. By inspiring
and supporting one another, we can show the world that we are a nation with a big heart.
www.sgcares.sg
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